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REPORTS OF LOCALS. and orchestra was necessary. Local No. 460, Augusta, Me. Local No. 472, 


gave the people here nethin New member: Leander J. Kirk lrave 
, Geo. 
Local No. 467, Brantford, Ont Luckstone, 2: 

s \. Metz, 626; 
16; I. Rosenfelt, 7 
D. Ostergren , > , , Local No. 551, Muscatine, Iowa 
Madame E. Gray, 310; neolini, 10; nem Raymond R : 


Local No. 422, Muskégee, Okla. 
Resigned: C. V. Sears ae ge 
lraveling members: H. J. Weber, 160; M,|™- the parade sti ’ Gmon CARE i the hentioatios , G. C. Si 
Hardin, 507; H. A. Cook, 375; Ted Cole-| lead, with the lad ss athoc aida, "|. ‘Translate deposited: i. 1. Draper. 

310; J. Dz McKay 3; Louis Kroll, 310; Aik alt . ther citizens. : a res a oa y . = 

Kaufman, 310; Sem. Smole, 310: Conrad © mt part of th cune Wee Oren CO ag aa | ty | 
Koehler, 310; J. Brander, 10 the concert ino solo by Prof. Lippett | [ocal No. 467 is und 

nana V most rendered. When the, own. We —s 
Local No. 427, Savannah, Ga. nie to a c¢ Sci. ©. Tey ee ee . 
a : - : pee morn there were 1, on the floor,!! : 
Transfer deposited: €0 \. Lutz, 77: ; ie ection TN } tisfactirily adjusted lectior Local No. 484, Chester, Pa. 
F. Ka ke ; Geo Hodge 5.27 , iti ton tema for delegate t onvention ught a 4 New me ' 
nembers: Ernest ( itting, : ] 


rs had charge of the band dur je Beamer Cy pes a as Transfer deposited; seph A. (learn, 





Coccaro, 35; 
lransfer 
experienced recent 
lraveling TI 
R, Raymond, 150; C. Wagne 


Vay, 


‘ ule, and the following members 


( hadaes of address. méintiers ‘cal No, | acted & lea lers of the orchestra during the ‘ Local No. 485, Grand Forks, N. D. 
, : Sauer, 110 Abercorn St.; H g, | cvening Prof. J. L. Elmquist, Prof m. We Local No. 465, St. Marys, Ont. MC. Bickhart. , 
Broughton St. East; Ed Lever, Stephenson and Morris Paulsen. Th ¥ Our old friend, M ne was in town] member to our Local, san i full-fledged 

Neil Segard, 141 Bar-| ‘ f the Local had charge of the musical} jact week, also M ickson, Mr. Johnson and] 1 during the past a) Wa ake 
at ments of the evening. Rae 1 1 f ] 


who has been a transfer 


Local No. 554. Lexington, Ky. 
nsfer deposited: E. P. Whitcomb, 


Local No. 560, Boyne City, Mich 


the other co g ho have ma nfeare Mis ne Cu 


their T 1 
Local No. 435, Ellensburg, Wash. , Lacal He. 4 Peng ee igs from the et for this 1 Traveling members: mn, 387; Car ‘all men p: Ed G. Clark, Miss Lel 
oa P @14. DB ia ‘ew member: obert Guy, Jr a Id-time minstrels 1 ul chuiltz, ae t fore : » 

Se ee te ts J. A. Millers] Teanaters eeued: James Ord, Wm. Easton, ted to the Maxwell Maple Leaf band I 
vice president, Orville Rogers; secretary-treas I . sels a: Ernest M. Brow: } nt nd | 
urer, Mrs. L. A. Mason; sergeant-at-arms, MISIeE WIRErawe : a —- boys wen a ) ene 

ouis Stoltz Soe tive oar 7 Schen. most creditabie snow, 
bors Mr a ne , Mr. ‘Schen * Local No. 448, Hannibal, Mo. best performance of 

ransfers withdrawn: Casroll _ Keanede Transfer issued: Chas. W. Hoffman. Marys The public showed 

ll Kennedy. = Local No. 441, Watertown, N. Y. if the band by a liberal patronage 
Officers for 1913: President, H. Lloyd] more, they got the ney’s wort 
Kelley; vice president, Wilfred Munk; secre 1 the t performance take 
tary, John A Steffen; treasurer, F R. that was repeated to a g 
Schmid : 


Local No. 439, Petaluma, Cal. 

Transfer issued: N. M. Boyd. 

I'ransfer deposited: C. M. ¢ hopin, ——— was arranged f 

We wish to say that tocal No. 439 has Local No. 444, Jacksonville, Fla. n the regulation: minstrel style, th 
made a name for itself in Petaluma, Cal., that A gloom was cast over this Local on thej of the band occupying seats at the cent Local No. 497, Lethbridge, Alta. ; 
will live long, for the noble way in which]19th of last month by the death of ou presi- he stage, with a group of four end men At the regular monthly meeting of Local Local No. 574, Boone, Iowa 
every member that was in town came for-| dent, Wenzel Schubert. Prof. Schubert was ‘+h side of the stage. With eight , No. 497 nelicatio were received. Out New members: W. E. Piddington, W. H 
ward and took part in the greatest turnout]one of the oldest and best liked musicians in yoing, there was something doing the tim price list is ‘ing 1 sed, the scale of prices Cook, Joseph Y. Lewis 
of people to help a worthy cause this State He 


was a violinist of ability, and The jokes were catchy and up-to-dat being considered too lov Orchestra business 


\ benefit parade and dance was gotten up|Schuwhert’s Orchestra, under his direction, has course, they had to have a joke about tl has been very ul during t winter Since Local No. 581, The Dalles, Ore. 
for a brother of the Electrical Workers’ un-|in the past number of years furnished music] hen. the political camp n opened tl tity band rar leposited: H 
ion, who has had the m« unfortunate acci-] all over the State No man was better known “Mr. Bones, o you know why my hens}}] turned t 
dent that can happen to a man, having lost aren't laying these days? ‘ransfers withdray M. Ves'ock, Mrs 

president of Local No. 444, he having been “No, M Jones; why aren’t your hen ry er, 1 hy Munroe, | \. Bos 
lay at the point of death in the ! unar these days? orth, rr 
thanks to the efforts of the committee of our ident he was always fair and __sbroad- ‘ : » they ar ne St. Ma 
very best men who took hold of the work of | minded and cil, 
getting up this benefit and asked the aid of question before expressing his valued opinion. “Wh are our hens like the St. Marys 
our Local, which responded in the most] He was also a man of broad education, and 
noble manner possible, the result is that over 


1 ccasions 
section This was his third term as 
both feet, and at the same time his good wife 
1imously e'ected in each occasion \s ansfers 
rys town Wersihkull, 
Local No. 500, Raleigh, N. C. Resigned: Oakley 


Officers for 1913: President, A. J. Thomas; I.. E. Dawson, E 
town council, M jones? ce president, Chas. B. Hart; secretary, W L. J. MeKibbin, 
t will be difficult to replace him. The funeral ‘Because they have to sit tight.” i Moody Pashek, Bert L. Thom 
$2,500 was raised for this brother. Petaluma] was largely attended and was escorted by the There were many other local hits and, al itis <. A 0 ok Uh esncention . 
never thought there were such musicians wun-]| band The different theatre managers al-] together, the work of the end men was j pro Local No. 582, Trinidad, Colo 
til that night. The orchestra had thirty-five |lowed their musicians time off to attend the ceedingly good These gentry were . ‘Visiting ew \ HL Wilcox -_ re 


always listened to both sides of a 


members playing, the ladies taking their turn] fune: tarrett, who was largely responsible for tl Hugo Marks, 31 Seymour Firt 310: Le ‘s 
at the piano, of which we had two instru- Vice President Mackey has been installed] training of the performers: Percy Barrett, G De Costa 203 [. C. Brown. 254: P. Hayne 
ments president, C. L, Keller elected vice presi-] t{umphris, Eddie Marshall; and at the west] Froth. 32: Phil N. Walker, 39: Cad Neff, 48 
Here is the combination of an orchestra ni, F. B. Zelie elected member of execu-| cide of the stage, Fred Goslin, Tack Hoiman, ; ’ : 
seldom heard: Concert Grand piano, one com-| tive board \. Weston, A'f. Vize ‘ Local No. 278, Groce City, Pa 
mon (but good) piano, seven violins, one New member: Vincent Rio S. Ginn made an llent interlocuto = ‘a ; 
bass violin, two flutes, one oboe, two clarinets, Transfers issued: J. S. Stone, Lou Curtis . Transfer deposited: C. D. Way 

four first cornets, four second cornets, three|H. Ph. Cornely ; . : 

French horns, four*trombones one saxaphone, Transfer deposited: A. Marien Local No. 471, Pittsburg, Pa. Local No. 502, Charleston, S. C. Local No. 583, Detroit, Minn. 

one dowble B bass QO drum and Zylophone Transfers«g@ithdrawn: Geo. Perfect. W. O Transfers deposited: Frank Belt, 5: Transfers deposited: W. A. Turner, 464; nsfe ssued: W i ssene : 
When you take into consideration that we Powell, Cyrlts Washburn tush, 5; Wm Sutler; Wm. Davis, 5; Henry F. Gobel, 16; Robb West pcanieas Miss heone Walker, Wil 








act 


had to play for over 1,500 in the largest hall Full mothership: E. Prunier, P. Moller, Dockett; Al Robinson, § T 
in the town you will see why this combina- Roy Melia.”*. : 
a. 





ansfer returned: F. Brueschweiler 5 
Transfer withdrawn: J. I. Grey. Traveling members: Willis Whatley, 310; 
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ocal No. 585, Enumclaw, Wash. 
l I meeting last 
was a 


annual 


, and there 


Martin Lak- 
ger, Joseph 
Miller, E. A. 
Shaw, Frank 
Morgan, 
Byron 


Selj 


Louis 


Dalzell, 


served. 
grand 
band is consid- 
outside of 


At 


he Kni 


ments 


were 
band gave a 
concert on the st t rhis 
ed 

Seattle 
dance 
band plz 


bands 


best 
After the concert a 
was given in the hall The Wilkeson 
although they had 
at Fairfax, 
and they just <« home in time for 
band did not 
sunderstanding, 
one to 
and 


lance, 
played all 


Wash., 


lance 
the meeting 


only 
nice 


§ was the 
give ne t -Verything went 
smooth. 

Enumclaw has a ver) 
ing the size of 
I charte1 


Local, consider- 
s only one year 
there are 


large 
the town. It 


since ssued, and 


113 
rhe 


the was 


members in this Local. 
Knights 


district 


played for 
March 29 
a con- 
Tacoma, 


band 
Puyalup 
band 


lodge at 


of Pythias 
the nvention at 


Lhe 


has 


Local No. 587, Helper, Utah. 


member: J. J. Ludlam 
pending: Earl H 
1913: President, W. 


New 
Application 
Officers for 
vice president, Elmer 
Lake E Young; 


sergeant-at-arr 


Greenhalgh. 
N. Cook; 
Brocker; secretary, 
John Bottino; 
The directors 
be appointed 


treasure 
Brutto. 
nd examinit to 
by the president 
On March 
Domonic 


members, 
called from among us 
regular meeting April 7 
adopted the following resolu- 


of charter 


was 


our 
2 ¢ + 
Sertot, 
death At a 


No. 587 


by 
Local 

Whereas, it has pleased our 
n His 
Local Bro 

Resolved, That the 

ir Local has lost an 
member ; 

Resolved, la 
our charter | d 
of thirt 
Resolved, That 

the 
published in ou 


heavenly father, 
from our 


wisdom, to remove 
Bertot, be 


death 


infinite 
Domonic it 

of Bro. Bertot 
honored and respected 
of Bro. 
mourning 


Bertot 
for a 


nemory 
aped in 
period days; 
be placed 
and also 


resolutions 
meeting, 
journal. 


these 
on minutes f this 
official 
No. 590, Cheyenne, Wyo. 
thdrawn: A, T. 

Nelly G 
Bancroft 
Montez 
Nash, 


Local No. 594, Springville, N. Y. 
Officers for 135 
Stedman; vice president, 
secretary, Robert N. 
Gaylord L. Hufstader 


Local 
Transfer withd 
Transfer 
Transfer 
New members: 

Wilson, Marjorie 


Lauter. 
Todd, 
Bondy. 
Ferguson, 
Nate Hanson. 


deposited: 154. 
ssued: 


Eloise 


President, 
Vaughn 


Reynolds; 


George E. 
W. Rood; 


treasurer, 


Local No. 608, Astoria, Ore. 
Miss 


issued: 


Lewis. 
Lovett, 


urace E. 


rhos. F, 


New member: 

Transfers 
Anna F. 

Our Local will give a benefit dance for the 
flood sufferers in Indiana and Ohio and for- 
ward the funds the of the A. F. 
of M. It was moved and seconded 
that the instructed to draw 
warrants to the amount of 
$2.50 and forward same the treasurer of 
the A. F. of M. and later forward the fund 
of the benefit dance, which it is hoped will 
prove to be a big success as all the musicians 
are willing to give a helping hand, and we 
also are assured of a hall for the same night 
without paying any rent, which all the mem- 
bers should give t local order of Moose 
credit for. 

We sstill 
band of 
later, as 
it yet 


Miss 


Larsen 


to treasure! 
regularly 
secretary 
the treasurer 


be 
on 


to 


he 


the Socialist 
will report 
not acted on 


with 
which we 
body has 


have trouble 
Uniontown, 


our central 


Local No. 609, North Platte, Neb. 
rraveling member: R. Kaiseriing, 71. 
Local No. 611, Westerly, R. I. 
Merton P. Clark, 
Northup 
Daniel 


623, Collinsville, Okla. 
members of Local No. 623, 
W. L. Wrf ht, O. E. Gless- 
ght, H. E. McKinley, C, E. 
Wright, R. L. Moore, and 
Saturday night, April 19, and 
following business: 


Resigned : Rah- 


man, H. A. 


New member: 


Henry 
Crandall. 


Local No. 

The charter 
A. D. McClure, 
ner, C. H. Wri 
Parker, F. A 
others 
transacted the 
Temporary 


met 


made, followed 
the of the 
committee was 
and scale, which 
prepared, were read by the 
approved as read. The 
open for thirty days, 
advised to advertise 


organization 
by the election of officers for 
year. A by-laws and 
appointed, and the 
had already been { 
said comm 
charter 
and the 
same, 
Officers fo 
lev; 
CH 


geant-at-arms, A 


was 
rest 
scale 
by-laws 


ttee and 
was declared 
secretary was 
1913: President, H. E. McKin- 
president, C. E. Parker; secretary, 
Wright; treasurer, F. A. Wright; ser- 
D. McClure 


Local No. 625, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Frank Wheeler, 


vice 


Transfer deposited: 528 
Local No. 632, La Grande, Ore. 
Mrs. Julia Metzler, 
Hunter, J. E. Jackson 
H. Curtiss. 
Pendleton, 


New members: Wm 
Hey, Mrs. Ida 
Transfer deposited: 
J. R. Kay 


the summe 


R 
Guy 
has moved 


Ore., 





“My,” exclaimed the visitor, as she 
took smal! Margie on her knee, “but 
you are a solid little miss.” 

“Why,” queried Margie, 
think I llow?” 


“did 


you 


was hi w: 





MUSICIANS’ CONVENTION. 


convention of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
which will convene in Toronto dur- 
ing the monta of May, bids fair to be 


The annual 


the great event of the year. 

The Queen City is indeed fortunate 
in securing this great attraction, as 
from a social view-point it is far more 
than a gathering of delegates, interest- 
ing as it invariably does a host of the 
most celebrated artists and musicians, 
even from the remotest sections of 
the continent. 

In fact, the convention itself will 
partake of the nature of a musical ju- 
bilee, and large excursions will be run 
from Canadian and American 
at least Toronto 
be musical Mecca of the 
northern — half the hemis- 
phere, and too much credit cannot be 
accorded the men who have succeeded 
in securing such a notable attraction. 


many 


cities. For a week 


will the 


of western 


The convention will convene on the 
morning of Monday, May 12th. First 
there will be a formal reception at the 
hotel, after which, headed by a band 
of music 200 strong, the deelgates and 
their friends will parade to the Labor 
Temple building and the preliminary 
session will be held, 
smoker will 
be tendered to the visitors and a very 
elaborate program has been prepared 
for their entertainment. 


On Tuesday evening a 


On Wednesday evening they will at- 
tend a theatre party, for which a spe- 
cial attraction will be staged. 

On Thursdty evening a grand ban- 
quet it will 
one elaborate affairs pos 


is on the boards, and be 
of the most 
sible. 

On Friday a grand ball will be held 
in the Arena, and there will be 100 
musicians, all artists, in the orchestra. 

Saturday will be get-away day, with 
such social events as may be arranged 
for the benefit of those who are able 
to remain for a time in the city. 

f lady mem 


and 


A special committee o 
will the comfort 
lady visitors, 
and a splendid program has ‘been pre- 
of euchre parties, 

automobie jaunts, etc. 
In fact, every effort has been made 
to uphold the fair name of the Queen 
City and to ensure that the visitors 
shall carry away with them the most 
ot 
convention 


bers attend to 


entertainment of the 


pared, consisting 


theatre parties, 


visit. 
is 


recollections their 
Take it all all, the 
certainly going to be worth while. 
John Slatter, E. J. Jarratt and D. A. 


Carey have been elected as delegates 


pleasant 
in 


from the local organization, and it is 
expected that 25 unions from 
Canada alone 
Industrial 


local 
will be represented.— 


fJanner, Toronto. 





LOCAL No. 143, WORCESTER, 


MASS. 


About 2800 taxed the ca- 
pacity of Poli’s Theatre recently upon 
the strength of a reputation attained 


persons 


‘by the musicians of Worcester, to hear 


the fifth annual sacred band concert. 
This concert is given for the benefit of 
the Worcester Musicians Relief Asso 
ciation, 

The concert this season eclipsed the 
one given in Mechanics hall last year, 
but there were several important rea 
sons why it did so. In the first place 
the tremendous volume ot music made 
by the instruments of 101 musicians 
grouped upon the stage, was modified 
by reason of its going back and up 
through t of the 
stage. 

The properties Poli’s 
theatre are such that the volume 
otherwise, especially in the crescendos 
would have blurred an extent the 
effect for those in the forward part of 
the house, a feature slightly notice- 
able in last year’s concert. 

The audience was given a splendid 
program of orchestral music, under 
the direction of F. D. Valva, director 
Poli’s orchestra. 

B. A. Rolfe, cornet virtuoso, band- 
master, proprietor and organizer of 
musical acts for vaudeville, conducted 
the band. Mr. Rolfe followed Arthur 
Pryor, last year’s conductor, and his 
with the baton seemed to be 
even more popular than that of Mr. 
Pryor. Certain it is that he was heart 
and soul in the music, and his direct- 
ing was done with such ease and grace 
an exponent 


he flies and wings 


acoustic of 


to 


of 


work 


that he appeared to be 


musical delsarte. 


| The musicians appreciated the ef- 


arranged for Mayor Geo. M. Wright 
to present him with a gold medal dur- 
ing the concert. Mayor Wright was 
applauded when he stepped upon the 
stage. 

In presenting the ‘medal to Mr. 
Rolfe, he said: “Your vocation sir is 
that of making others happy. Your 
life’s work is that of bringing out the 
best there is in music. Your aim is at 
the loftiest things, seeking to please 
others, and your accomplishments tell 
that you are attaining that mark. 

“The years of work, for every suc- 
work, and work 
hard, have brought you great success; 
and that you do not hold this success 
as mercenary is proven by the fact 
that you come here tonight, without 
promise of remuneration, to conduct 
this concert.” 


cessful musician must 


LOCAL NO. 11, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Fine financial weather greeted the 
members Local No. 11, American 
Federation of Musicians when they 
started out recently with their band 
of eighty pieces to collect funds for 
the flood sufferers. A veritable money 
cloudburst swamped them with nick- 
half dollars 
carried 


of 


els, dimes, quarters, 


even dollars. The boxes 


of every size and value. 
The musicians feel that they will be 
able to collect a good fat sum for the 
hundreds of persons who have been 
made homeless by the high water. 
The first day was a huge success. 
E, J. Elliott, president of Local No. 
Ri, in charge of the collectors, 
and Mueller, vice-president, 
acted as drum major. At every large 
building and store where a concert 
was given people threw money from 
While on Fourth street 
a woman stepped out of an electric 
and stuffed 
into one the Every- 
“shelled out” in good-feliow 
fashion, and even babies gave up their 
pennies. 


was 
Edward 


the windows. 


automobile 
bill 


body 


1 
é 


of boxes. 


The concerts were given for several 
different route being taken 
each day. After the concerts-the col 
lections were deposited at the Na- 
tional bank of Kentucky, to be finally 
Marion E, Taylor, the 
chairman of the Board of Trade’s Re- 
lief Committee. 

The 


days, a 


turned over to 


prima donna of the “Zallah” 

Lena La Couvier, has 
success in musical comedy, 
vaudeville and burlesque. Not only 
does she possess good looks and a 
striking personality, but she is a very 
character delineator and a 
singer of unusual ability. 

Miss La Couvier makes the interest- 
ing if not important observation that 
those pestiferous insects called “John- 
who formerly haunted the 
stage entrances theatres, have al- 
most disappeared. Some one must 
have been using insect powder freely. 

While playing at the Buckingham, 
Miss La Couvier accompanied the 
band and entered tthe places serenaded 
and made collections for the flood suf- 
ferersr. She has given much of her 
spare time to charity work. 


company, 
achieved 


clever 


nies,” 


of 





THE MARINE BAND AND MU- 
SICAL UNIONS. 

[The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians and the labor movement in 
general are particularly interested in 
the passage of a bil by the Congress 
of the United States affecting the 
competition of the United States Ma- 
rine Band, otherwise known as the 
White House or President’s Band, 
with civilian organizations. 

It is a notable fact that this organi- 
zation has assisted in breaking several 
musical strikes in Washington, D. C., 
although its members receive higher 
salaries than those of any other mili- 
tary bands in the world. They receive, 
according to their class rating, $60 
and $75 monthly, and in addition to 
this they are furnished with free quar- 
ters, uniforms, rations, medical atten- 
ion and instruments at the expense of 
the public. They are pensioned in the 
event that they are disabled while in 
the line of duty, and receive retired 
pay for life after thirty years of serv- 
ice. The President also pays them 
$4 monthly for their services. 

Musicians and laboring people gen- 
are taxed for the support of the 





erally 


forts of the smiling conductor. They! 
Civilian musicians for emolument and 
/hire at the expense of the country, in- 





Marine Band, yet the authorities per- 
mit this organization to compete with 


asmuch as they excuse the said band 
from duty whenever the latter secures 
paid employment in civil life. It is no 
uncommon occurrence for this band 
to be excused from duty for weeks 
and even months while making con- 
cert tours. It is also a known and in- 
controvertible fact that when the en- 
tire band is ordered to report for duty 
at Governmental functions, as many 
as twenty members or more are ex- 
cused to fill private engagements. 
All this is but a loss and detriment 
to the civilian musician. It permits of 
nefarious competition that should be 
prohibited by Congressional legisla- 
tion. We believe that the United 
States Government, if it desires to 
continue to rank as the foremost of 
the nations of the world, should take 
some action to remedy this condition 
of affairs; and we hope that Congress 
will act favorably upon the bill de- 
signed to settle once and for all this 
question, which has been a thorn in 
the side of union musicians for years. 





and 
by } 
the collectors were flooded with coins | 


five-dollar | 


—Baltimore Trades Unionist. 
‘DO THEATRE ORCHESTRAS 
ADD TO THE PLEASURE 
OF PLAYS. 


Reorganize the Orchestra. 


There are many educated people 
who imagine, because music in itself 
is an elevating art, it must be excel- 
lent in all places and at all times. 
Every large restaurant or hotel man- 
ages to provide some sort of orches- 
tral music with its meals, and nobody 
‘pauses to inquire if it is an added 
pleasure or an interruption. 

Very often such music is innocu- 
ous and neither whets nor spoils the 
appetite. I recall, however, very dis- 
tinctly, a dinner which I once took in 
a large Western hotel, where, for a 
wonder, the management had provid- 
ed classical music as an adjunct to 
bageare The incongruity of listening to 
a noble string quartet while chewing 
| and munching was at once brought 
jhome to me. Beethovan did not fit to 
beef and beer. Chopin did not assim- 
ilate with chops. 





At the theatre the incongruity gen- 
eraly takes another form. Let us im- 
agine that the play is “Macbeth.” Af- 
ter the murder of Duncan one is very 
apt to hear -a Cinderella two-step. 
The scene of the appearance of Ban- 
quo’s ghost may be followed by a 
xylophone solo or a popular waltz. 
After the solemn end one may ‘be 
ushered out of the theatre to the 
sound of a Sousa march. 


There is too much carelessness in 
this matter. The conductor of the the- 
atre orchestra almost never familiar- 
izes himself with the play to which he 
is to furnish intermediate music, and 
the audience frequently have to take 
a species of tonal potluck which is 
often very indigestible. 

About two years ago a theatre in 
London attempted an elevation of its 
imusic and gave excellent chamber mu- 
sic (string quartets, quintets, etc.) in 
place of the meager orchestral ar- 
rangements that had previously been 
given. The plan met with success and 
is still going on, but it is only a par- 
tial reform of the matter. 

It must be understood that every 
theatre is barred from giving the 
larger orchestral works, When these 
are attempted they are given in a 
skeleton “arrangement’ that is ludic- 
rous to every musical auditor. The 
first step therefore should be to seek 
a repertoire which does not requir. 
large forces. Chamber music would be 
very fitting. 

The next- step would be that the 
music should be selected with a view 
of intensifying the emotions of the 
play. A_ play like “Disraeli” would 
fittingly introduce certain English 
folk or National songs. A death scene 
might be followed with a funeral 
march; a marriage with festal music. 
It will astonish the careful musical 
conductor how many very apt pieces 
he wil find if he seeks to carry out 
this idea. It would make the little or- 
chestra an integral part of the per- 
formance, whereas at present it is too 
often an inconsequential adjunct 
which had better be omitted 





Summing up, then, I would plead, 
not for the abolition of the theatre or- 
chestra, but for its reorganization 
upon new lines. The power of music 
should be added to that of the drama. 
The two forces should co-operate. But 
if one considers the average little 
band found in most theatres to-day, a 
Spartan Band that will storm Wagner 
or play a cornet solo with accompani- 
ment with equal indifference, and is 
then asked the question at the head of 
this discussion, he must reply, “Cer- 
tainly not! Quite the contrary 
Louis C. Elson. 
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IlInatured Criticism. 


Musical amateurs 
classic pieces 


hardly expect 
faultlessly performed to 
be a part of the evening’s entercain- 
ment when they go to the theatre. 
What they usually hear and of course 
bear as a sort of discipline is a pro- 
gram of cheap popular music. coarsely 
and carelessly performed, filling the 


chinks between the acts. 

If a person is really musical neither 
the selections nor the performance of 
the selections can satisfy, and I have 
no dowbt that a plebiscite on this 
question would enroll the large ma- 
jority of such auditors on the side of 
abolishing the theatre orchestras, as 
they are usually constituted. 

But musically trained persons make 
a very small proportion in average au- 
diences and their opinions, though ae- 
serving of consideration, like those ot 
all minorities, would not influence the 
theatre managers. . 

The rest audience does not 
pretend to listen at all. As soon as the 
curtain is rung down for an entr’acte 
every young man begins to talk with 
his best girl. There is an immediate 
buzz of conversation, stimulated un- 
doubtedly to a certain extent by the 
sound of musical instruments. It is 
like music at a reception when no one 
cares for music however good (unless 
indeed it be singing) and the most 
beautifully played overture or tran- 
scription is wholly 


— 
of the 


lost. 


So it is with the music in hotel din- 
ing rooms. I convinced that it is 
rather an annoyance than an enhance- 
ment of pleasure. | remember lunch- 
ing one day at the liouraine, with the 
late Thomas Bailey Aldrich, and how 
vexed he when the music inter- 
rupted his flow of epigrams which he 
lavished on even the least important 
of his hearers. So it is with the most 
of the pieces played at the theatre. It 
may set people to takingl just as a 
jew’s harp will stimulate a canary t: 
sing, but that does not prove either 
that the canary likes the jew’s harp or 
the audience the impertinence of such 
a stimulus. 


am 


was 


Honestly I believe that the slight 
loss in a general spirit of gayety stim- 
ulated by the scraping of violins and 
’cellos would be more than offset after 
we got used to it by the more restful 
opportunity ot quiet conversation with 
friends and neighbors. 

The theatre orchestra is only a con- 
ventional necessity. Ifa play has a 
scene where it is desired to pump up 
the luxurious agony of sympathetic 
tears and “soft music” is prescribed to 
help the illusion, there is a logical and 
historical basis for the use of this ac- 
cessory, but the play must be pretty 
poor if this is a real necessity. No, it 
is only a convention and we should 
very quickly get used to its absence. 

In New York the strike on the part 
of thé Musicians’ Union resulted in 
everal of the theatres dispensing with 
the orchestra, and it was not noticed 
that there in consequence 
diminution in attendance or any com- 
plaint on the part of aggrieved pa- 
trons. 

I am a firm believer in labor unions. 
I think their establishment marked 
perhaps the greatest stride toward the 
millenium that modern times have 
afforded, but I am on tblind to the 
mistakes made by the organizers of 
these unions, and as a lover of justice, 
which is the greatest of all the virtues, 
I have felt my blood boil at some of 
the high-handed and peremptory ac- 
tions of that particular union; so their 
excessive demands, based on essential 
injustice, met in this action of the 


was any 


Nathan Haskell Dole 
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theatrical managers a sort of Water- 
loo that was a genuine retribution —» 





